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How Universities Cultivate Top-Notch Innovative Talents: Based on the
Content Analysis of the Interview Texts of More Than 100 Academicians

LI Gang' ,ZHENG Zelin’, ZHANG Jiawei’
(1. Elementary and Middle School Science ( Comprehensive) National Key Research Base for Teaching Material Construction,
Department of education, Northeast Normal University, Changchun 130024, China;
2. Department of Education, Northeast Normal University, Changchun 130024, China)

Abstract; To build a powerful country in education, the leading role is higher education, and the
cultivation of top—notch innovative talents is the key to it. In the context of increasingly fierce global
competition in science and technology, as the cradle of talent cultivation, colleges and universities shoulder
the important task of cultivating top-notch innovative talents in the new era. However, currently China’ s
colleges and universities are still facing many dilemmas in the cultivation of topnotch innovative talents, and
it is urgent to seek the solutions to the problems. Topnotch innovative talents do not refer to a specific type
of talent with unified standards, but rather top—notch innovative talents of different types and industries.
Cultivating topnotch innovative talents responds to the national strategic needs and promotes the integrated
development of education, science and technology, and talents. By using qualitative research methods, a
three-stage coding was applied to deeply analyze the interview texts of 105 academicians, exploring the
factors affecting the cultivation of topnotch innovative talents in universities and analyzing the three realistic
dilemmas they face: the lack of guarantee in allocation, the unclear educational goals, and the unreasonable
evaluation system. It is necessary strengthen front-end top—level design, focus on theoretical research and
anchor distinctive educational goals, in order to solve the realistic dilemmas faced by Chinese universities in
the process of cultivating topnotch innovative talents.

Key words: top—notch innovative talents; university development; talent cultivation; a powerful

country in education; interview with academicians
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